The Kingdom andtvil

This week’s big ideaThough justice is, at times, delayed in this world, it is coming.
God calls us to be the evidence that His Kingdom is here, and that justice and mercy
will prevail over evil.

Study Guide

Jesus has always been surrounded by doubters. That was true in his day and it is true eve®tedady.

the amazing things to note about Jesus, however, is how he deals with doubters. Jesus doeso't rejec
dismiss them. Rather, he pleads with theonbielieve! That is what we see happening as we return to our
study of the kingdom and look together at the parable of the wheat and the weeds. Jesus here is
surrounded by doubters. He's surrounded by a group of people who have no trouble believihg'that

great teacher, or prophet, or leader, or humanitarian, or even a great miracle worker, for theyisaw

great miracles. What they doubt is that Jesus is the-bbugited messiah of the lorgwaited kingdom.

And they doubt this because the kingdahat they heard Jesus proclaiming and saw Jesus at least allegedly
bringing was very different from the kingdom that they expected the messiah to bring.

1) What is it about theworld that you find disagointing or disillusioning? If the “Kingdom of ldgen” is
here, whatmakesit difficult for you to acceptlesus as your messiah, king and savior?

The sticking point for these people was the continued existence of evil. In other words, thehrtbaasia
they expected was a messiah who would immediatilysrael of all evil people and all evil things, both
moral and natural. There would be no more murder, dishonesty, adultery, theft or immorality ofrathy k
Moreover, there would be no more natural disasters or calamities such as disease, hurritangst,
tsunami's and earthquakes, just to name a fewsus came proclaiming the arrival of the kingdana
proclaim himself as King.h@se people struggled to believe tha¢cause of the evil they saw in the warld
so Jesus told them this parablearder tohelp them (and us) understand how His kingdom workigtold
them this parable to explain the delay between the arrival of the Kingdom and the eradicatiorm. of evi

Matthew 13:2427 (English Standard Version)

The Parable of the Weeds
**He put amther parable before them, sayin§,"The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed
good seed in his field>but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed Weaa®ng the wheat and
went away.?°So when the plants camgp and bore grain, then the weeds appeared atéand the servant of the
master of the house came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Halw¢senhhave
weeds?'
Footnotes:

a. Matthew 13:25Probablydarnel a wheatlike weed

b. Matthew 13:27Greekbondservantsalso verse 28
Cross references:

A. Matthew 13:24: Matthew 13:3742; Mark 4:2629




In some of the verses that follow, Jesus makes it clear that the "man” in the parable is Jesel; thiens
"sead" is those who truly believe in Jesus and are, thus, citizens of his kingdom; the "field" isddishat
was created and is sustained by Jesus (see }3, H&b. 1:13); the "enemy" is the Devil, or "Evil One;" and
the "weeds" are the sons of the E@ne, the citizens of his kingdom. And the problem is that, when the
wheat and weeds began to manifest their fruit, it became apparent that evil had grown up alongside
righteousness! And, just likbe doubters in Jesuaudience, the servants came to the sower (Jesus) and
said, "we know you planted only good seed, so what's up with the weeds?"

2) Have you ever asked that question? Have you ever bemoaned the existence of evil in thisavorld,
perhaps in your life? Give one example.) How does or did this affect your view of Jesus?

3) Why do you think that Jesus didn't totally eradicate evil in his day as thekmibters" expecte@

So, the enemy (Satan) sabotages the field (this world) that belongs to the &iegeis) and...

Matthew 13:27-29 (English Standard Version)
?’And the servantd of the master of the house came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in your
field? How then does it have weed$®e said to them, 'An enemy has done this.' So the servants said to him, 'Then
do you want us to go and gather theni®But he said® 'No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along
with them.
Footnotes:

a. Matthew 13:27Greekbondservantsalso verse 28
Cross references:

A. Matthew 13:29:1 Cor 4:5

Jesusstates that the decisioto allow evilto grow alongide the righteous in thevorld is intentional and
purposeful. e allows it b remain and grow for a reason.

4) Why do youhink God would do tha? Why did God ordain that evil exist in this world that he
created?

Jonathan Edwards, widely regarded as the greateserican religious thirde, saidthis:

It is a proper and excellent thing for infinite glory to shine forth; and for the same reason,
it is proper that the shining forth of God's glory should be complete; that is, that all parts
of his glory should shine forth, that evdsgauty should be proportionably effulge(iie
shown its fullest glory)that the beholder may have a proper notion of God. it is not
proper that one glory should be exceedingly manifested, and another not at all....

Thus it is necessary, that God's awfhjesty, his authority and dreadful greatness,
justice, and bliness, should be manifestedutBthis could not be, unless sin and
punishment had been decreed; so that the shining forth of God's glory would be very
imperfect, both because these parts ofide glory would not shine forth as the others do,
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and also the glory of his goodness, love and holiness would be faint without them; nay,
they could scarcely shine forth at all.

If it were not right that God should decree and permit and punish sin, ttwrkel be no
manifestation of god's holiness in hatred of sin, or in showing any preference, in his
providence, of godliness before it. There would be no manifestation of God's grace or true
goodness, if there was no sin to be pardoned, no misery to \eddaom. How much
happiness saever he bestowed, his goodness would not be so much prized and admired....

So evil is necessary, in order to the highest happiness of the creature, and the
completeness of that communication of God, for which he madentiréd; because the
creature's happiness consists in the knowledge of God, and the sense of his love. And if
the knowledge of him be imperfect, the happiness of the creature must be proportionably
(equally) imperfect.

5) What do you think Edwards is sayg about why evil exists in the world? Do you agree? Why/why not?

6) Edwards believed the existence of evil is the necessary contrast that makes God’s glory shine to its
fullest manifestation. If Edwards is right, what does that say about why this wicekist® Why are we
here?

So, Jesus tells the doubters that he has a reason for not immediately wiping out evil in thigmebHs
purpose seems to be that the removal of one (weeds/evil) would diminish or destroy the harvest of th
other (wheat/righeousness). He then says...

Matthew 13:30 (ESV)
Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reape@ather the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.™

Cross references:
A. Matthew 13:30: Matthew 3:12

A few verses latewe read...

Matthew 13:3643 (ESV)

*Then he left the crowds and went intiee house. And his disciples came to him, sayiEgplain to us the parable

of the weeds of the field.*’He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son offTaefield is the

world, and the good seedise sons of the kingdom. The weeds #re sons of the evil oné’and the enemy who
sowed them is the devilhe harvest ithe close of the age, and the reapers are ang@lsist as the weedsre

gathered and bured with fire, so will it be athe close of the agé” The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will gather out of his kingdom athuses of sin and all lalweakers;"> and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that
placethere will be weeping andnashing of teeth*Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
FatherHe who has ears, let him hear.



7) So what does this say about what will ultimately to evil in the éhd
8) How should the very real threat of very realggment affect us as believers?

9) As believers “suffer amidst the weeds” during this time of waiting for God’s justice to prefaiy
should we live in such a way as to advance the kingdom?

Read Matthew 11:4 and take notice of the evidence Jegises to a doubting John the Baptist that God’s
Kingdom is indeed here:

*And Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and $eeblind receive their sight and the lame
walk, lepersare cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raipednothe poor have good news preached to
them. °And blessed is the one wi®not offended by me."

10) What does Jesus' response to John the Baptist during his time of doubt in Matthew6limply that
we are to do unti the day of harvest/judgment?

Next Week: The Kingdom and Priorities
Text:Matthew 13:4446

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure

**The kingdom of heavéis like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then inBisgoy
goes and sells all that he has &duys that field.

The Parable of the Pearl of Great Value

*S'Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine p&artm, on findin® one pearl of great
value® went and sold all that head and® bought it.

Cross references:

Matthew 13:44: Prov 2:4

Matthew 13:44: Matthew 25:9; Prov 23:23; HIB8:7, 8
Matthew 13:44: Isa 55:1; Bv 3:18

Matthew 13:46: Matthew 7:6

Matthew 13:46: Matthew 13:44

Matthew 13:46: Matthew 13:44
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Application Exercises:

1) Read the text along with theross referenced texts aboveg® verses arounthem for contexj.

2) Write the text in your own words.

3) Read your calendar for the next week or two. List the top three things on which you speritingur

4) Read your bank statemeiar the last week or two. Lighe top three things on which you spend your money.
5) This is more intangible, but what do you spend the most time and eti@rggingabout?

6) Based on how yogpend your time, money and meaitenergy what's your treasure?
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