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The Kingdom and Forgiveness  
This week’s big idea:   Life is full of wounds. We wound. We are wounded. Some wounds heal and only 
leave scars. Others get infected and stay with us until we get help or they kill us! The Kingdom of God requires us to 
forgive. For every follower of Christ, life in the Kingdom begins with forgiveness--the work of Jesus on the cross, on 
which He bore the wounds of our sin against God. 
 
 
Things we store up… 
 

Hurt  Pain   Disappointment  
 

Anger  Resentment  Bitterness  
 

 But what do we gain? 
 
 
1) What’s the biggest debt (money, an offense, etc.) for which you’ve ever been forgiven (that you can talk 
about!)? 
 
 
 
2) Is forgiveness a duty? Do we have a duty to forgive if forgiveness is sought? What if forgiveness is NOT sought? 
 
 
 
3)  What does it mean to forgive? 
 
 
 
 
4)  What does forgiveness feel like to the forgiver? To the forgiven? 
 
 
 
In Matthew 18 Jesus has been dealing with temptation and sin.  When Kingdom work coexists with sin and 
brokenness, there are offenders and offended. So Peter asks the question. In effect, Peter says “I know it’s good to 
forgive, but how much? How often?”  Jesus says something Peter probably doesn’t want to hear: 
 
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, "Lord, how often will my brother sin against 
m e, and I forgive him?  As many as seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to 
you seven times, but seventy times seven. ” 
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5)  Summarize Jesus’ response. What offenses are forgivable, and how often does Jesus say to forgive? 
 
 
6)  Note that Jesus doesn’t mention an offender who SEEKS forgiveness. He only mentions an offense. What does 
this imply about forgiveness? Is it only an external exchange between two people? How is forgiveness an 
INTERNAL act? 
 
 
After this exchange with Peter, Jesus illustrates with a parable to help his listeners understand the difference 
between a common human response to offense and a Kingdom response.   
 
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 
 
23"The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousan d 
talents. 25  And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and 
children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, 
imploring him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 27And out of pity for 
him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the  debt.  
 
7)  To what is offense compared in this parable?  When an offense is committed, what is taken? What is “owed?” 
 
 
8)  10,000 talents amounted to about 147,000 years’ salary.  So what was the nature of this debt?  Was there any 
meaningful hope of repayment?  If God is the King in this story, what does this imply about the nature of our 
offense against Him? 
 
 
 
9) In the servant’s plea, what does he ask, what does offer, and what does the King give? 
 
 
 
10) What motivated the King to forgive? So why does God forgive? Is it dependent on the desire and ability of the 
offender to pay Him back? 
 
 
 
The Servant’s Response to the King’s Forgiveness 

28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii, and seiz ing him, he began to choke him, saying, 'Pay what you owe.' 29So his 
fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 
30He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt.  
 
 
 
11)  A hundred denarii was about a month’s wages. How did this debt compare with the servant’s debt to the King? 
What does this imply about human offenses against each other, no matter how grievous, to offenses against God? 
 
12)  When you read the servant’s response to his debtor, how does it make you feel? What would you say to him? 
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The King’s Response… 
31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him 
and said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 
me. 33  And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' 34  
And in anger his master delivered him to the  jailers, until he should pay all his debt.  
 
10) Is it wrong to expect payment when you’re owed a debt? If not, why is the servant “wicked?” 
 
 
 
11) “Wicked is a word you don’t hear every day.  The king didn’t say “you jerk, you fool, you hypocrite.”  He said 
“you WICKED servant…”  Think of some synonyms for “wicked.” What does this imply about God’s view of the 
inability or unwillingness to forgive? 
 
 
12) In light of the servant’s actions here, would you say his original plea for forgiveness came from true, authentic 
repentance? Was he sincere?  So what is the ability to forgive the EVIDENCE of in the life of a follower of Christ? 
 
 
A Sober Warning  
“So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother  

from your heart."  
 
While struggling to forgive a person who has committed an offense against you is not an unforgivable sin, the utter 
inability to forgive—the need or desire to hold onto pain, bitterness, resentment, anger—is perilous to faith, to 
peace, to Kingdom work in and through the life of a follower of Christ. On the other hand, forgiveness is EVIDENCE of 
the Kingdom. It is CONTRARY to the World’s ethic of personal rights, the pursuit of vengeance, the human need to 
“balance the books” without considering our own offense to our Creator and His immeasurable mercy and grace 
toward our offenses against Him.  
 
 
The Hard Part… 
13)  Is there someone you’ve been thinking about during this study? Is there an offense that you’re still holding 
onto? 
 
14)  How has your approach to this offense compared to Jesus’ response to our offense?   
 
This is the hard part: FULLY CHARGE THE DEFENDANT, DROP THE CHARGES AND DISMISS THE CASE. In other 
words, acknowledge the full extent of the offense, decide to forgive, and, as God has done for you if you’ve given 
your life to Christ, “cast it into a sea of forgiveness.”  If you’ve been able to take these steps, pray for your offender 
and the ability to forgive in your heart, and seek help from a mentor, your group, a pastor or professional 
counselor if you need it. 
 
**This is a very difficult exercise and may reveal your need for help. If so, talk to your CG leader or 
matt@riovistachurch.com. 
 



 

4 
 

Next Week:  The Kingdom and Security  
 

Luke 12:16 - 21  (English Standard Version)  

16 And he told them a parable, saying, (A) "The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 
17 and he thought to himself, (B) 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' 
18 And he said, 'I will do this: I will tear down my (C) barns and build larger ones, and 
there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you 
have ample goods laid up (D) for many years; relax, (E) eat, drink, be merry.' 20 But God 
said to him, (F) 'Fool! (G) This night (H) your soul is required of you, and th e things you 
have prepared, ( I ) whose will they be?' 21 So is the one (J) who lays up treasure for himself 
and is not rich toward God."  

Cross references:   

A.  Luke 12:16  : Psalm 49:16 -20  
B. Luke 12:17  : Eccles 5:10  
C. Luke 12:18  : Luke 12:24  
D.  Luke 12:19  : Prov 27:1; James 4:13 -15  
E. Luke 12:19  : Eccles 2:24; 11:9; 1 Cor 15:32; Luke 15:23  
F. Luke 12:20  : Jer 17:11; Matt 16:26  
G. Luke 12:20  : Luke 12:19  
H. Luke 12:20  : Job 27:8  
I.  Luke 12:20  : Psalm 39:6; Job 27:17 -22; Eccles 2:18, 21  
J. Luke 12:21  : Matt 6:19, 20  

 
Application Exercises: 
1)  Read the text along with the cross referenced texts above (Read verses around them for context). 
 
2)  Write the text in your own words. 
 
3)  On a scale of 1 to 10, how “secure” do you feel in life? 
 
 …In your financial life 
 
 …In your closest relationship 
 
 …In your job 
 
 …In your future prosperity and success 
 
4)   Write some thoughts on each of the categories above. Why did you give each one the score you did? 


