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This week'study is the lasin our Kingdom series. &We been looking at some of the many parables or stories i
which Jesus unveils and unpatks kingdom teeveryone the Spirit has giverars tohear, eyes to see and hearts to
valuehim andhis kingdom not seen with human eyes, but with the eyes of faitibw do you know if that's you?
You know byvhat you do! Tousands of peopledard these storieshut only a few were truly changed by them.
Only a few gave their lives in ever greater degrees to this king and to his kingdom.

1) How would you say you've been changed by this study? How has this study drawn you closerng?his ki

If there is no changehen that should give you paus@ray that God will attune your heart to thevice of Jesuand
capture you with his visionf@ur great King andis eternal kingdom. Pray also that he will reveal to you what that
means, on a practical levétr you going forward

This week’s parablis known as the Parabld the Friend at Midnightfound inLuke 11:88. It followsLuke's version
of the Lord's prayemwhichis an abbreviated form of the prayer Matthew. The parable esseatly serves to
encourageGod's peoge to pray the Lord's myer, so we'lbeginwith a survey bthe prayer ancconcludewith the
parable Since Matthew's version of the Lord's Prayer is more complete (and is also more familiarciogishé

one that many of us have grown up reciting), we will look atérsion. Also, since most of us grew up reciting this
prayer in the King James translation of the bible, we will use that translation for our study faer itself.

The Lord's prayer is given in response to the request of the disciples for Jésashtdhem how to pray. Clearly
they saw the power of the life of Christ and his intimate fellowship with the father as being cioalhected to his
prayer life. Luke, in particular, emgsizes the prayer life of Jedagincluding seven referencesitdhat are not
mentioned in Matthew and Mark: at his baptism (3:21); after the cleansing of the leper and begocertfiict with
authorities (5:16); before choosing the twelve disciples (6:12); before Peter's confession ardsienprediction
(9:18) at the transfiguration (9:28); at the Lord's Prayer (11:1); and on the cross (23:3#rdggr was, for Jesus, as
necessary as breathing air.

2) On a scale of one to ten, how important is prayer in your life? Why do you think it ranksitdeee?

Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

°Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
YGive us this day our daily bread.

2And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

3And lead ushot into temptation, but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

Again, Jesus gives this prayer as a model after which we are to pattern our prayers. Whatihg isdiere is a
guide or a tutoriabn the topics we must pray about and the priority of those topics as they find expression in our
prayer lives.

3) Asyou compare your prayer life to the Lord’s prayehat partsdo you give the most attention, and why?



4) Why do you think that Jas put the part of this prayer having to do with our needs, wants, desires, etc. in the
second half of the prayer? How does Matthew 6:33 inform your answer?

5) This may be a painful question for you, and please feel free not to share it with your, grawhen Jesus says
“Our Father,” what kind of memories does that conjure for youhaWdifference do you think exists between your
earthly father and your heavenly father as Jesus speaks of him here?

6) How has your experience with your earttdyhier shaped or affected your understanding of God as your heavenly
father? What is it about that understanding that needs to change?

7) By "father" Jesusot only means fathein the traditional sense but alsemperor" or "king" (cf. the Queen of
Endand who is referred to ahe "Queen Mum").What does that say abowthowho God is and the nature gbur
relationship to him?

8) What do you think that Jesus means when he says, "Thy kingdom come?" What does that loghliRe\iVhat
about through you?

9) If Jesus' prayer is that Gods' will be done here on this earth, even as it is done in heavas (ision is that of
the kingdom of God completely and perfectly encompassing the earth), then what does that implytleeatue of
the eath and it's activitiesn God's economyPoes what happens here have any connection to what happens “up
there?” What difference, if any, should that makeour lives as believers every day, on this earth

10) “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heavenwhen do you think that prayer will Helfilled? As a follower of
Jesus, what's your rola the fulfillment of that prayer?

With all of that in mind, Luke then appends the following brief parable td_tivel's prayer. It's a "how much more"
parable in which the Lord argues from the lesser (you and I) to the greater (God).

Luke 11:58 (ESY°And he said to them, "Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him,
'Friend, lend me three loave&or a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and | have nothing to set before him’;
"and he will answer from within, ‘Do not ktber me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. |
cannot get up and give you anything® tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his
friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatdweeneeds.

11) What do you think that the Lord is saying here? What effect do you think that should hawe as § follower
of Christ?



Having given us this parable, Jesus then follows it up with some more "how much more" teaching.

Luke 11:913 (ESV) °And | tell yai ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be

opened to you!%For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be
opened.”What father among you, ihis son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serp&uor; if he asks

for an egg, will give him a scorpion$If you then who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will the heavenly Faér give the Holy Spitito those who ask him!"

12) Why do you think that Jesus says, "how much more will the heavenly father gitelyh8piritto those who ask
him™? Why does he volunteer thdoly Spirit as the gift of the father7he “answer to prayer?Why is theHoly
Spirit what we need most?

This concludes our study of the Kingdom of God. It's our hope that through it you've seen a glintpsbe way
things “ought to be” as opposed to “the way things are.” The Kingdom of God is invisible, buait &ound us all
the time. It was inaugurated by Jesus and his work on earth through his sinless life, death omabe and
resurrection from the dead. It is being built “on earth as it is in heaven” by God, the King, giras, his “royal
priesthood.” Thosevho follow this King live their lives as His representatives, serving at His pleasure, working in
our own lives and in the world around us on this mission to restore God'’s creatidts triginal state of perfect
peace, perfect justice, perfect love, gect union with it's Creator. If you've ever wondered “why am | here,” that’s
why you're here.

During the Easter season we will not be producing new study guides each week. We encourage ywisitovbat
you've learned in our exploration of the Kingdoof God. If you missed some studies, they’re still available at
www.riovistachurch.com Click the “Study Guide” link on the homepage. We look forward to coming together
again for:\ look into the inner dwellinglace of God as Tom begins his new series, “Heaven.” That study will begin
on May 4".

May God bless you richly during this Easter season as we celebrate Christ’s victory over dedtwioo avould
trust in Him.



