The Kingdom and Priorities

This week’s big ideaWhen you understanthe Kingdom of Heavefor what it
really is, you realize that it is priceless, and it changes your perspective on everything
else.

The Value of the Kingdom...

All of life Is a seekin@gfter value.

Sometimes westumble upon it,and sometimes wesearch for it and find it.

But what is valuable?

1) What is the most valuable thing that you've eviterally found (orearned, orwon)? How did that make you
feel? What did you do witlit? What, to you, made it so valuable? What did it represent?

2) Honestly, what would you say you value in life vs. what you aspire to value? What do you valueylaatdo
you wish you valued more?

3) Take a minute to list the top three things omhich you spend your time besides sleeping and eating. Now do
your money. Now do your mental/emotional energy. What do you thing/worry about the most?

4) How does that inform what you value the most? Does it surprise you, or is it what you expected?

Jesus uses two parables to describe what he dhkskingdom of heaven.another way of saying “The Kingdom of
God” or “The Kingdom of Jesudn them Jesus sort of gathers up all the concepts about the Kingdom and says, “Do
you see all of these?The central concept of the Kingdom of Heavethéssalvation and eternal life that is found by
grace alone, through faith alone, in Jesus Christ alone.

5) Why is the word ALONE so important? “by grace, through faith, in Christ... ALONE?”



The Kingdom/lao involves the leadership, the “Kingship,” 3#sus in the lives of those wptace their faith in him.
This faith islemonstratedoy our submission to his vision for us to worship Him (Gathearn and grow in the
wisdom and knowledge of Him in comnity (Plug In), and lead people into a growing relationship with Him by
sharing this faith with oulivesandwords(Serve). Finally, in describing this Kingd@sus also has the "efgame"
in mind. This Kingdom has an eternal destinatidhincludeghe new heaven and the new (totally transformed)
earth that we will inhabit together with him foreveo Jesus is gathering up all these idesedvation, worship,
growth, serving and living in this eternal kingde#o a treasure And it ispriceless treagre that best describes His
Kingdom

The Parable of the Treasure

Matthew 13:44 —"The kingdom of heaves like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then
in his joy he goes and sells all that he haslang that field.

6) What do you think that Jesus is saying when he says that the kingdom is hidden?

7) Was there ever a time in your life when you felt like the kingdom was hidden from you? How de&tdame
apparent? Did yodind it, or did it find you?

8) Whatdoes this man give in return for the purchase of the fiedth he could own the treasure, t98 What does
that imply about the valueand demands of the kingdor

9) This man moved fastOn a scale of 10 10,how would you rate your sense of urgencyttviregard to the
kingdom of God?Has it ever been greater for y&u If so, why do you think that was? What changed?

Parable of the Pearl

Matthew 13:4546 *>'Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine p&art), on findingone
pearl of great valuayent and sold all that he had am@dught it.

In this parablehe man didn’t stumble upon the treasure. ldearchedor it!

10) What are the peoplen your world (the people with whom you work, live arglay) searching foraWhat do you
think is keeping them from finding it?

11) Fora lot of people, the Kingdom of God is an “add.bit’s a spoke in the wheel of a well rounded lif&Vhat
would the two men in these parables say about that? What happens to a treasure wioendpn't value it?
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"... D many people any talk about Christianity partaking of a treasure borders on the ludicrous. Gmsstiave so
frequently failed to live their own gospel and have so identified with certain cultural and politideas thatJesus'
message has been lost. The gospel we proclaim must deserve and explain the label 'treasure, rdivé®umust
express the ultimate value found in Christ."

Dr. Klyne R. Snodgrass

10) Paraphrase that statement. Agree or disagree? What wobletter express to the people in your world "the
ultimate value found in Christ?

Next week: The Kingdom and Forgiveness (Matthew 18353

#*Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished @ to settle
accounts with his servants. '@ ?*When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed

him ® ten thousand © talents. 2 2°(® And since he could not pay, his master ordered him B to
be sold, with his wife and P children and all that he had, and payment to be made. % 350 the
servant 99 fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Have patience with me, and | will pay you

everything." 2" And out of pity for him, th e master of that servant released him and ™ forgave
him the debt. % But when that same servant went out, he found one o f his fellow servants

who owed him a hundred ~ ® denarii, !9 and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, 'Pay

what you owe."  ?° So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with

me, and | will pay you.' % He refused and w ent and put him in prison until he should pay the

debt. *'When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and

they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. %2 Then his master summoned
him and said to him, "You wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded

with me. **© And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on
you?' ¥ ® And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, [elY until he should pay all his
debt. *™ So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do n ot forgive your
brother ™ from your heart."

Footnotes:

a. Matthew 18:23  Greek bondservants ; also verses 28, 31

b. Matthew 18:24 A talent was a monetary unit worth about twenty years’ wages for a
laborer

c. Matthew 18:26  Greek bondservant ; al so verses 27, 28, 29, 32, 33

Matthew 18:28 A denarius was a day’s wage for a laborer

Matthew 18:34  Greek torturers
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Cross references:

Matthew 18:23  : Matthew 25:19

Matthew 18:24 : Esth 3:9

Matthew 18:24 : Matthew 25:15

Matthew 18:25 : Luke 7:42

Matthew 18:25 : Exodus 21:2; Lev 25: 39
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Matthew 18:25 : 2 Kgs 4:1; Neh 5:5

Matthew 18:26  : Acts 10:25; Matth _ew 8:2

Matthew 18:27 : Matthew 18:25

Matthew 18:28 : Matthew 20:2; 22:19; Mark 6:37; 14:5; Luke 7:41; 10:35; John 6:7
Matthew 18:33  : Matthew 6:12; Eph 4:32; Col 3:13; 1 John 4:11

Matthew 18:34 : James 2:13

Matthew 18:34 : Matthew 18:30; Matthew 5:25, 26

Matthew 18:35 : Matthew 6:15; Prov 21:13

Matthew 18:35 : 1 Petl1:22: R om 6:17
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Application Exercises:

Life is full of wounds. We wound. We are wounded. Some heal and only leave scars. Others getanigstay

with us until we get help or they kill us! The Kingdom of God begins with forgivettessvork of Jesus on theross
on which He bore the wounds of our sin against God. This week is about forgiveness. The &eatovisa® partly
taken from the 12 steps of Alcoholics Anonymous because at their root is the humble pursuit\ériess. This is a
private and poentially painful exercise, but take the time to do it and begin to explore forgiveness in the Kirajdo
Heaven.

1) Read the text along with theross referenced texts above (Read verses ardbeoh for contexj.

2) Write the text in your own words.

The need for forgiveness...
3) Makea searching and fea$s moral inventory of yourself

4) Pray over these things. Ask God to remove these defects of character from you.

5) Make a list of all persons yousarmedand consider how you might make amendismay be necessary to seek
counsel before you take this step. If done incorrectly it can do more harm than good!

6) Make direct amendso such people if possiblexcept when to deso would injure them or othex.

The need to forgive...
7) Privately, think of a person who has wronged you and the exact nature of the offense.

8) What would this person need to do to “make amends” with you?

9) Has this person ever made an attempt at amends? What was your re§pons

10) How has your approach to this offense compared to Jesus’ response to our offense?

11) This is the most difficult of all: Pray for the offender and gray®od will show you how you mighurgive.

**This is a very difficult exercise and may reveal your need for help. If so, talk to your CG leader
matt@riovistachurch.com




