The Kingdom and Security
Luke 12:131

Big Idea

This is week seven in our study of the kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of God, this kingdom that
Jesus inaugurated with his birth; purchased with his life, death, burial and resurrection fronedke d
reigns and rules over from the throne of heaven; will bring, in all of its fullness and glory gp@tuinn;

and builds today, by the Holy Spirit as we proclaim the mercies and grace and forgiveness oft@od tha
ours by grace alone, through faith algne Christ alone, and, as we ourselves live lives of mercy and
grace and forgiveness. That is to say, we are to live lives that give witness, by the thingsndeldda't

do; by the things we say and don't say; and by the things we value and don't(ealae least value
differently); to the reality of a life beyond this life, a world beyond this world, and a kingdbar tian

the kingdom or kingdoms of this world in which we live. And, not just "other than," but greater tim

fact, much greatethan!

We saw this last week as we explored the topic of the Kingdom and Forgiveness. And we will see this
again this week as we tackle the topic of the Kingdom and Security.

1) When do you feel most secure and, conversely, most insecure, in life, /7d wh
2) What does this tell you about how you define security?
This weels parable occurs in the midst of a dispute over an inheritance (i.e., wealth).

Luke 12:13 (ESW)**Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me."

Clearly this man is anxious over his seeming inability to lay hold afhketance (i.e., wealth) he
believeshe is entitled to.

3) What do you think this man's real issue is? In other words, what does this inheritance repoesent
him and why might his seeming inability to obtain it make him anxious?

4) What effect does wealth and/or the lack thereof have on your feelingsafrgy? Why?

5) What is it about wealth, as opposed to God, that makes wealth so seductive when it comes to our
search for security?



Luke 12:1315 (ESV)**Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me."“But he said to him, "Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?"
5And he said to them, "Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousnessnéds life does
not consist in the abundance of his possessions."

6) What characteristics do you associate with a covetous (or greedy) person? And, why do you think
that it's so difficult to see ourselves as covetous or gyeed

Jesus here is teachingahone who trusts in his wealth, instead of God, for his security is a covetous or
greedy person. To borrow from the end of the story, they become "rich towards themselves" and not
towards God, because it's wealth and not God that they're looking toafietys security and care.

7) What are the practical effects of covetousness or greed in a person's life?

Having told us that the security and life that we're looking for is not found in our possessisuns tiden
tells the following parable to illustte the point.

Luke 12:16 (ESVJ°And he told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man produced plentifufly

8) What produced the plentiful crop and why was Jesus so careful in making that point (e.g.thahy is
significant?)

9) Who or wiat produced your "crop?" And, how?

Luke 12:1619'°And he told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man produced plentifully,
"and he thought to himself, 'What shall | do, for | have nowhere to store my crof$@id he said, 'l

will do this: lwill tear down mybarns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my
goods."And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laiflonpnany years; relax, eat, drink,
be merry.'

10) If you didn't already know that this was illnostration of the covetous man who trusts in wealth, as
opposed to God, for his security in life, what would you think of this man? How would you de&fide hi
What would you call him? And, do you see any of his values and/or tendencies in your 8wn life

The word "soul" in verse 19, is the Greek word psyche (pronounced "sookay"). Itis the sameaword th
is translated "life" in the following passage:

Luke 9:2225 (ESV) **And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his crosdaily and follow me *Forwhoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for my sake will save it° For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or
forfeits himself?



11) What, if anything, does this verse add to your understanding of the parable of the Rich Man?

Luke 12:1620 (ESW)'°And he told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man produced
plentifully, *’and he thought to himself;What shall | do, fo | have nowhere to store my crops$And

he said, 'l will do this: | will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there | will stdrengl

grain and my goods:°And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;
relax, eat, drink, be merry."'OBut God said to him, 'FoolThis night your soul is required of you, and

the things you have prepared, whose will they bé®So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and
is not rich toward God."

12) God calls this manfaol. How does that compare to your appraisal of this man in question 10
above?

Jesus ends this parable with this simple and yet penetrating statement:
Luke 12:21 (ESVJ'So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God."

Tha doesn't mean: "So is the one who doesn't give all of his money to the poor, or to the churoh, or t
some (or every) parachurch organization in town." It means, "So is the one whose life is focused on
himself- accumulating wealth for himself in an attg@ito gain security for himseland not on God and
on his kingdom and his purposes."

13) If God, and not wealth, is the true source of our security, what difference should that malke in
lives?

14) What can you do this week to begin to shift youst away from wealth and towards Almighty God?

For Next We&: The Kingdom and True Wealth
Luke 161-13
The Parable of the Dishonest Manager

'He also said to the disciples, "There was a rich man wh$ laananager, and charges were brought to

him that this man was wasting his possessiéAsd he called him and said to hit/hat is this that |

hear about you? Turn in the account of y§umanagement, for you can no longer be manag#urid

the manager said to himself, 'What shall | do, since my master is taking the management away from me?
| am not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to figtave decided what to do, so that when | am
removed from management, people may receive me into theirses.’So, summoning his master’s

debtors one by one, he said to the first, 'How much do you owe my maskeeBaid, 'A hundred

measure of oil.' He said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fiftgen he said to

another, 'And how much do you @%' He said, 'A hundred measufesf wheat.' He said to him, 'Take
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your bill, and write eighty®The master commended the dishest manager for hi€ shrewdness. F&
the sons of this world are® more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light.
°And | tell yod? make friends for yourselves by mean€afnrighteous wealtH? so that when it fails
they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.

108 *One who i€ faithful in a very little islso faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little
is also dishonest in muchif then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will

entrust to you the true richesAnd if you have not been faithful%that which is another’s, who will

give you that which is your owrt¥® No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
money."

Footnotes:

Luke 16:6About 875 gallons

Luke 16:Between 1,000 and 1,200 bushels

Luke 16:8reekage

Luke 16:9Greekmammon a Semitic word for money or possessions; also verse 11; rendered
moneyin verse 13
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Cross references:

Luke 16:1 Luke 12:42

Luke 16:21 Cor 9:17

Luke 16:8 Matt 25:2

Luke 16:8 Luke 20:34; Luke 10:6

Luke 16:8 John 12:36; 1 Thess 5:5; Eph 5:8
Luke 16:9 Luke 12:33; Matt 6:20; 19:21: 1 Tim 6:10;11%7
Luke 16:9 Luke 16:11, 13; Matt 6:24

Luke 16:10 Matt 25:21, 23

Luke 16:10 Luke 19:17

Luke 16:121 Chr 29:14, 16

Luke 16:13 Luke 16:9
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Application Exercises:
1) Red the textcarefully. Some of the cross references above may help in your understanding.
2) How might the manager have been “wasting” the owner’s possessions?

3) What do you think the manager was attempting to do by lowering the debts of his
customer®

4) What do you think is the key verse in this parable, and why? What is it saying?



