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The Kingdom and Status 
Luke 14:16-24 

March 7, 2010 
 
Big Idea 
 
The Kingdom of God is like a banquet.  Everything is ready. The invitations have been sent.  There are 
those who will expect to attend because they belong to the right group, participate in the right 
functions, have received the right education and supported the right causes.  But what they’ve never 
done is responded to the invitation.  They have never submitted their will to God, sought his forgiveness 
and pursued His vision for them in this world. 
 
 
1)  What are some symbols of status or prestige in the world?  What activities, honors and physical 
things are associated with success in this life?  What says “I’ve arrived?” 
 
 
2)  How about in the world of the Church?  Are there activities, honors, titles, etc., that say “I’ve arrived” 
in Christian culture?  What are they? 
 
 
 
For the last few weeks we’ve talked about the “things of this world” and the false sense of security they 
can provide.  We can rely on our own efforts to achieve security apart from our dependence on God and 
commitment to his purposes.  We’ve seen that in the Kingdom of God, which was inaugurated by Jesus 
and is being built right now, on this earth, by us, we are stewards of the resources we have. Not owners.  
This changes everything.  We work, live and move through this life at the pleasure of our Creator. 
 
This week we’re going to talk about another kind of false security.  Jesus illustrates it in a story about a 
big party. 

Read Luke 14:16-24 

The Parable of the Great Banquet 
 16"A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. 17And at the time for the banquet he sent his 
servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.' 18But they all alike 
began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. 
Please have me excused.' 19And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine 
them. Please have me excused.' 20And another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot 
come.' 21So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house 
became angry and said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in  
the poor and crippled and blind and lame.' 22And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been 
done, and still there is room.' 23And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and 
hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. 24For I tell you, none of those men 
who were invited shall taste my banquet.'”  
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Context 
Jesus has been spending time in and around Jerusalem, the epicenter of church culture.  But there’s a 
disconnect with much of the leadership.  There is a deeply entrenched social hierarchy, with activities 
and associations that assign the social pecking order, the religious nobility, the spiritual elite.  Jesus has 
been leaning into this subculture, comparing and contrasting it to the Kingdom of God—the true, 
spiritual, eternal, unchangeable Kingdom which he has inaugurated.  He’s not surprised by the 
resistance. He knows it’s a part of his work of redemption. He’s come to be a living contrast to status on 
the World’s terms.  In this moment he confronts the way the World has influenced the Church. 
 
Jesus tells this parable while at a party.  He’s been invited to a Pharisee’s house for a meal.  Since his 
arrival he’s been closely watched by all the guests.  They’re “sizing him up” to see where he fits in the 
pecking order of this religious nobility. Does he know how to behave at such an event?  Does he know 
the rules?  Is he one of them? 
 
Jesus is, of course, aware of this, so he does what he his prone to do. He begins to poke and prod at the 
heart of the matter.  For context it’s useful to read all of Luke 14, but essentially he launches into a 
series of stories, statements and illustrations about status in the Kingdom of God.  He ends with this 
parable of the Great Banquet. 
 
Discussion 
 
 16"A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. 17And at the time for the banquet he sent his 
servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.' 
 
3)  For what purpose might a person “give a great banquet and invite many?” What might be some 
occasions for such a party? 
 
 
4)  What might the “Great Banquet” symbolize in this story? For what purpose would/will God throw a 
“Kingdom Party?” 
 
 
5)  Who might the servant represent? 
 
 
6)  Who had God invited to the party? Consider the people to whom Jesus was speaking. 
 
 
7)  If the servant represents Jesus, what is “ready?”  What has God prepared for those he’s invited? 
 
 
The invitation to God’s banquet is an offer to receive his forgiveness and enter into his Kingdom to live 
with him, under his authority, in perfect union with him (you’re welcome for the answer to #7). 
 
18But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I must go 
out and see it. Please have me excused.' 19And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go 
to examine them. Please have me excused.' 20And another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come.' 
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8)  What was the nature of the excuses given by the first two people?  What type of affairs prohibited 
them from coming? 
 
 
9)  How about the third person? Why couldn’t he come? 
 
 
 
10)  Through these excuses Jesus addresses business affairs and close relationships.  What’s the 
message here about these matters and even their place of priority in the Kingdom? 
 
 
We presume that these people have been invited because they had some form of relationship with the 
man who invited them.  They surely participated in activities and causes, shared titles and honors, 
assented to common values that identified them with the community which provided the context for 
their invitation.   
 
11)  So what did it say about the true nature of their relationship with the man who invited them when 
they asked to be excused from the party?  
 
 
 
The Kingdom of God has different social values than the Kingdom of this world. Status in the Kingdom of 
God is not attained through birthright, participation in ritual or membership in religious social hierarchy.  
Attendance at this “Kingdom Banquet” is based on a response to his invitation for forgiveness, 
submission to His authority and commitment to the continued building of His kingdom.  In other words, it 
is based on the condition of the heart toward God. 
 
21So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became 
angry and said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in  the poor 
and crippled and blind and lame.' 22And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, 
and still there is room.' 23And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges and 
compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. 
 
12)  Besides the poor, crippled, blind and lame, who else does the master indicate will be invited? 
 
 
13)  How does that inform who we at Rio should be “inviting to the banquet?”  Who might we see in and 
around our church community (our world), in and around our personal lives (my world) as we grow in 
this understanding and practice? 
 
 
14)  What might change about “Our World (Rio)” and “My World (your personal life)” if these people 
began coming to “check out the party?”  What might be good or bad about that? 
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24For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.'” 
 
15)  What is the master’s proclamation to those who, though they participate in the religious community 
and even hold positions of status, have become preoccupied with the affairs of this world and the 
trappings of religious nobility? 
 
 
There is NO WAY to be a part of the Kingdom of God and be excused from this Banquet.  It’s possible to 
fully expect to “taste the banquet” but ultimately find no seat at the table. 
 
Personal Application (Not necessary to discuss this publicly in your group unless you’d like feedback): 
 
1)  Make a list of the activities, positions, titles, etc., which make up your daily life, your place in 
Christian church culture.  This might include what we always tell you to do—gather, plug in, serve. 
 
 
2)  Meditate on a couple thoughts: 

a.  Are all these things a reflection of my heart toward God—my true repentance, submission to 
God’s authority and commitment to pursue his vision to build his kingdom through my life? 
 
 
b.  Are all these things contributing to my growth in humility, submission and maturity? 
 
 
c.  Do I fully understand how all of these things are contributing to the building of the Kingdom 
through me?  Am I really “doing my thing” for the Kingdom, or am I just busy? 
 
 

If you’ve never “accepted this invitation” to forgiveness and acceptance in God’s Kingdom or if you think 
you need to reevaluate your Christian experience in light of this study, talk to your small group leader, or 
feel free to contact one of the pastors at info@riovistachurch.com. 

 
For Next Week…  The Kingdom and Prayer 

Luke 11:1-13 (English Standard Version) 
 1Now Jesus[a] was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us 
to pray,(A) as John taught his disciples." 2And he said to them, (B) "When you pray, say:  (C) "Father,(D) hallowed be(E) 
your name.(F) Your kingdom come. 3(G) Give us(H) each day our daily bread,[b] 4and(I) forgive us our sins, for we 
ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.  And(J) lead us not into temptation."  
 5And he said to them, "Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me 
three loaves, 6for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him'; 7and he will 
answer from within, 'Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up 
and give you anything'? 8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything(K) because he is his friend, yet 
because of his impudence[c] he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 9And I tell you,(L) ask, and(M) it will be 
given to you;(N) seek, and you will find;(O) knock, and it will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives, 
and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 11What father among you, if his son 
asks for[d] a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you 
then,(P) who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father(Q) give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 
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Footnotes:  
a. Luke 11:1 Greek he 
b. Luke 11:3 Or our bread for tomorrow 
c. Luke 11:8 Or persistence 
d. Luke 11:11 Some manuscripts insert bread, will give him a stone; or if he asks for 

Cross references:  
A. Luke 11:1 : Luke 5:33 
B. Luke 11:2 : For Luke 11:2-4, Matt 6:9-13  
C. Luke 11:2 : John 20:17; 1 Pet 1:17  
D. Luke 11:2 : Isa 29:23; Luke 1:49; 1 Pet 3:15  
E. Luke 11:2 : John 17:6  
F. Luke 11:2 : Matt 3:2; 4:17 
G. Luke 11:3 : Prov 30:8  
H. Luke 11:3 : Matt 6:34 
I. Luke 11:4 : Luke 7:48  
J. Luke 11:4 : Luke 22:40, 46; Matt 26:41; Mark 14:38; 1 Cor 10:13 
K. Luke 11:8 : Luke 18:1-6 
L. Luke 11:9 : For Luke 11:9-13, Matt 7:7-11  
M. Luke 11:9 : Matt 18:19; 21:22; Mark 11:24; John 14:13; 15:7, 16; 16:23, 24; James 1:5, 6, 17; 1 John 3:22; 

5:14, 15  
N. Luke 11:9 : 1 Chr 28:9; 2 Chr 15:2; Prov 8:17; Jer 29:13; Isa 55:6  
O. Luke 11:9 : Rev 3:20 
P. Luke 11:13 : Gen 6:5; 8:21; Matt 12:34  
Q. Luke 11:13 : John 4:10; Acts 2:38 

 
1) Read the passage carefully, and journal any comments or questions you have.  The footnotes and cross 
references may be helpful in illuminating or clarifying some things. 
 
 
2)  Off the top off your head, list some times in the Bible when you remember people praying (this would be any 
time a person or group spoke to God).  List a few, along with the occasion for the prayers. Do you remember what 
they asked?  Feel free to scan through Scripture to refresh your memory. 
 
 
3)  Write down 3 questions or thoughts you’d like to discuss with your group about prayer—how to do it, what it 
accomplishes, your personal prayer habits, things you don’t understand about prayer, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a good week! 


