The Kingdom and the Lost

The Goal of this Study

No matter how excellenta Sunday morning message , we all know how difficult it can be to take that
teaching and apply it to everyday life. Our desire as a church is to focus on one big idea each week and
take it beyond Sunday morning. This study is designed to get you thinking about Tom’s message

before you hear it and reflecting on it afterward

Welcometo T  he Kingdom!

Last week we began  our exploration of  Kingdom of God. What is God d oing in this world, and where do

we fit ? What’s worth living for? Dying for? We learned that God hasn't just reserved a place called

heaven “far off in the distance” for people who are faithful in this life . God is building  His Kingdom
here, on earth. Further, He's using  us to build it! By God’s grace we find good soil in our hearts, and
God grows His Kingdom in us. God is calling and using us to transform the broken world now.
Heaven is not the goal. It's the standard.

This week we’ll explore a Kingdom Builder’s heart for people : The Kingdom and the Lost

Big ldea: People matter to God. They should matter to us.

Scripture Passage: Luke 15:1 -10

Study Notes

Right nov only a few hours awannillions of people are searching for something. They've come from all over their
country and from all over the world. State of the art technology created specifically for thid tgf®sion is being
applied in the search. Millions of dollars, thousands of mylitard medical personnel and tons of supplies have been
committed to this effort. Common adversaries have set aside their diffeagricstand side by side, sharing resources
in the search.

What is lost? People.

There are many things of great value irs thiorld butwe all understand that nothing is as precious as a human life.
Jesus understood this because he made BsbJesus wasn't only concerned with the life of the body. Jesus sought to
find and save the souHe did so without distinction, wWiout prejudice. In fact, He was often loved by the “bad”

people and despised by the “good” ones.

People matter tdesus All kinds of peopleThey should matter to us

This is the heart of the follower of Christ. As we are transformed, we transfornmoddragound us-our homes,
offices, schools, ball teams, community of friends, those with whom we disagree, even those whothesse

Jesus revealed this heart through parables. This wedkood’ at The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin
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This Week’'s  Scripture Passage
Luke 15 :1-10 (ESV)
The Parable of the Lost Sheep

) the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.  2And the Pharisees and the
© “This man receives sinnersand ‘2 eats with them."

"Now &
scribes ® grumbled, saying,

4(E (E

%S0 he told them this parable: ) "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, ) if he has lost one of
them, does not leave the ninety ~ -nine (9 in the open country, and ¥ go after the one that is lost, until he
finds it? ®And when he has foundit, ) he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. ®And when he comes home,
he calls together his friend s and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for D | have found my
sheep that was lost.  "Just so, I tell you,th  ere will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who ®
repents than over ninety  -nine “ righteous persons who need no repentance.

The Parable of the Lost Coin

8'Or what woman, having ten silver coins, (2] if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the
house and seek diligently until she finds it? °And when she has found it, she calls together her friends
and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin that | had lost.’ 10 just so, I tell you,

there is joy before ™ the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

Footnotes:

a. Luke 15:8 Greek tendrachmas ;a drachma was a Greek coin approximately equal in value to a Roman
denarius , worth about a day’s wage for a laborer

Cross references:

A. Luke15:1 : Matt11:19
B. Luke 15:2 : Luke 19:7: Exodus 16:2, 7, 8: Num 14:2; Josh 9:18
C. Luke 15:2 : Luke 7:39
D. Luke 15:2 : Luke 5:30; Matt 9:11:11:19; Mark 2:16; Acts 11:3:1 Cor 5:11; Gal 2:12
E. Luke 154 : Forluke 154 -7, Matt18:12 -14
F. Luke 15:4 : Ezek 34:6:1 Pet 2:25
G. Luke 1514 : Exodus 3:1:1 Sam 17:28
H. Luke 15:4 : Ezek34:4,11,12,16;Luke 19:10
I. Luke 1555 : [sa40:11:49:22:60:4;66:1 2
J. Luke15:6 : 1Pet2:25
K. Luke 15:7 : Luke 15:10; Luke 5:32
L. Luke 15:7 : Luke 5:32; Matt 9:1 3
M. Luke 15:10; Luke 12:8
Discussion

1) What's the most precious thing to you on this earth?

2) What would you do to find it if it werbost? What would you spend? What would you give in exchange?
3) What point do you suppose the Pharisees were making about Jesus and his association with “sinners?”
4) What do you think Jesus was trying to say to them through these two parable?
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The twogreatest commandments in the Bible are to love God and to love pedjéjust friendly people,
attractive people, likeminded people, but all peopleThis is something that all of us, as sinful people,
struggle with at times.

5) What kind of people do yohave a hard time loving¥vhy do you suppose that is?

The vision of the Kingdom is not merely the vision of all of us going to heaven some day, &sbitle
vision of heaven coming to ust’s the vision of Jesus takingggae like us and, by his Spirit, transforming
this sinful, sorrowfilled, broken planet into a place where God’s will is done here even as it is in heaven.
This occurs, not only as we preach the gospel, thus dealing with the forgiveness of sins, asitvatso
selflessly deal with the effects of sin in the lives of other people, thus bringing a little fshieaven into

their lives.

6) Think of someone in “your world” who does not know Ch#istaybe your next door neighbor. No guilt

trips here,but has your neighbor (or boss, or coworker, or...) caught a glimpse of the Kingdom through you?
Have they experienced the mercy, compassion eaxthg spirit of Christ through you®/hat are some

ways you can show that person the Kingdom

This week’'parables age told to the Pharisees anstribes. These are the religious people, moral;caled
“good” people. They’retold to people who had assigned little or no value to the irreligious, immoral, or the
so-called “bad” people. Let’'s see what message Jesus fa them and if we can see glimpse of ourselves.

The Lost Sheep

Luke 15:12 (ESV) Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes  grumbled, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them.

7) One of the more obvious patterns in the life of Jesus is that the “sinners and tax collectors” are
repeatedly drawn to him, while the religious people are repulséty do you timk that is?

8) From your perspective, who are the “good” afiwhd” people today? Who would you be angry with
Jesus about if you found out he was spending a lot of time with them? If it’s too hard to thiekngf b
angry with Jesus, think of one of your pastors!

9) How do those whom you might call “sinners” feeband you?



The Pharisees and scribes rejected Jesus because Jesus valued and received “sinners and taX aotlecto
they didn’t. In response, Jesus told them these parables which reveal to them and to us the heart of God
towards sinful people.

Luke 15:34 (ESV)?3So he told them this parable: * "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he

has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety -nine in the open country, and go after the one that is
lost, until he finds it?

10) He doesn't give upHe doesn’t quit!'What causes us to give up on pedpl€o quit?

11) Who in “your world” (the people with whom you work, live or play) is like this sheep (i.e., thegfve
down in their sin and given up)®hat do you think that you can do to help?

Luke 15:5°And when he has foundit,  he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

Think about the effort that this shepherd put forth, not simply to find the sheep, but then taliyecarry it
home. Why was he willing to do this?

12) What must we be willig to do to “find the los?” Can you give an example of something difficult that
you’'ve doneor seen someone dim help a personost in theeffects or consequences of sin?

Luke 15:6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them,
'Rejoice with me, for | have found my sheep that was lost.'

13) What does the community’s rejoicing imply about the value of the sheep?

Lukel5:7“Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repen ts than over
ninety -nine righteous persons who need no repentance. ”

14) Jesus is not saying that there is such a thing as people who dadttoeepent. Rather, he’s speaking
of the attitude of theheaven tovards the lost sheep of humanity. Think bézkhat original question, who
4



are the “tax colletors and sinners” in your world as far as yowomcerned? Consider your attitude and
actions (or inactions) toward themiVhat changes might you need to make in your thinking and actions
that would harmonize you with the Kingdom building heart of Christ?

The Lost Coin

Luke 15:810"0r what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and

swe ep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? °And when she has found it, she calls together
her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin that | had lost.' 19 just so,
| tell you, there is joy before the angels of Go d over one sinner who repents."”

15) Notice the energy with which teiwoman searches for this coirlow doesher strategy (lights a lamp,
sweeps the dirt or ston#oor) inform ours? What is “lighting” and “sweeping” to us?

Praythat God would align your heart with his and that he would help you to understand and live out the
principle that: “people matter to God and they need to matter to’us

Fa next week, read Luke 15:132, the parable of the Lost Son.

YAnd he said, "Therwas a man who had two soréAnd the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, givemeshare of
property that is coming to me." And he divideid property between them:>Not many days later, the younger son gathered all
he had and took a journento a far country, and there he squandered his propertetckless Iivingl."'And when he had spent
everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in Hseche went and hired himself out tmne of the
citizens of that countrywho sent him into his fields to feed pidgAnd hewas longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate,
and no one gave him anything.

™Butwhen hecame to himself, he said, 'How many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough bregukrist |
here with hunger®® will arise and go to my father, and | will say to him, "Fathieaye sinned againseaven and before yod?

I am no longeworthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servaffiaritl he arose and came to his father. But
while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassionaarmhdembraced him an#issed him*'And the

son said to lm, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and beforelyam. no longer worthy to be called your sdfBut the

father said to his servants, 'Bring quidkig best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on hi€’feet.
bringthe fattened calf and kill it, antkt us eat and celebraté’For this my sowas dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is
found." And they began to celebrate.

*Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house,rethesic and dancing’And he called

one of the servants and asked what these things meaAnd he said to him, "Your brother has come, and your father has killed
the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and s6iBut.he was angry ahrefused to go in. His father came out
and entreated him*’but he answered his father, 'Look, these many years | have served you, and | never disobeyed your
command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that | naiglebrate with my friends°But when his son of yours cameho

has devouregour property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for hiftAnd he said to him, 'Solypu are always with
me, and all that is mine is your°’§lt was fittingto celebrate and be glad, for this yoorother was dead, and is alive; he was lost,
and is found."”



